Travellers in India

a strong and prudent king, the second cause of
weakness, though ultimately bad in its effects,
was not irretrievably pernicious; the reigns of
his two successors showed that, given only a
moderately strong monarch, decay was bound
to proceed steadily; while the reign of Aurang-
zib, especially when considered in the light of
both previous and subsequent history, showed
that after decay had reached a certain stage even
the strongest and most vigorous personality
could not arrest its rapid course. The deteriora-
tion in the breed of its kings was doubtless due,
in the main, to the softness which India begets;
for it is a significant fact that India was never
ruled well till it was ruled from without. Given
time India always corrupts.* But it was not only
the enervating Indian sun and the slothful fer-
tility of its fat plains that changed the vigorous
independent hillmen of Babar into the delicate
and cringing crowd which marched against
Sivaji accompanied by a vast assembly of palan-
quins and women.f India corrupted its thou-
sands ; the Mogul theory of government its ten
thousands. The sturdy good sense bred by a
colder climate saved the west from the practical

* The admixture of TurH and Hindu blood, due to the practice
adopted by the Mogul Emperors of marrying Hindu wives, was doubtless
an important contributory cause of the growing degeneracy of the House
of Timor in India.

t "The ancestors of Aurungzeb," says Sir William Hunter, "were ruddy
men in boots. The courtiers among whom Aurungzeb grew up were pale
persons in petticoats," See T&? Mogul Emperors of Hindustan, by E, S.
Hdden, jx 319,

212